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NARA Senior Vice President of Scientific Services Retires After “A Lifetime” In 
Animal Agriculture 

October 18, 2022 - After “a lifetime” in the animal agriculture industry, and more than 18 years at the North American 
Renderers Association (formerly National Renderers Association), Dr. David L. Meeker, Ph.D., M.B.A., NARA’s Senior Vice 
President, and Director of Research for the Fats and Research Foundation, is retiring at the end of the year.  

Dr. Meeker previously served in scientific and management positions at the National Turkey Federation and National 
Pork Producers Council, served as director of the Board on Agriculture and Natural Resources at the National Academy 
of Sciences, and was an associate professor at The Ohio State University.  

Over the past three decades, he has been an advisor to numerous governmental, professional, and business 
organizations in the U.S. and internationally. He is past president of the U.S. Animal Health Association, a member of the 
scientific advisory panel of the World Renderers Organization (WRO). He is also a former member of the USDA 
Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Animal Health. 

During his time with NARA, he served as the scientific and technical advisor to the North American rendering industry on 
science, animal disease, and feed safety issues, and also served as Director of Research for NARA’s research arm, the 
Fats and Proteins Research Foundation (FPRF). In his role as FPRF Research Director he was instrumental to programs 
and research conducted by the foundation to include designing the the plan for NARA to manage FPRF for increased 
administrative efficiencies and assisting in expanding the foundation’s donor base.  

Dr. Meeker has launched and managed multiple successful programs and projects during his tenure at NARA. He has 
successfully navigated the association through numerous negotiations including FDA rulemaking concerning bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy (BSE), as well as rulemaking for the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA). He helped to 
guide NARA and its members through several salmonella, poultry and swine diseases unfairly being blamed on rendered 
products, and also initiated a collaborative research effort that resulted in the creation of the Pet Food Alliance. 

“Dr. Meeker’s work has been instrumental to our organization,” NARA and FPRF President and CEO, Kent Swisher said. 
“We appreciate his time and dedication to NARA and FPRF and wish him all the best in his retirement.” 

“Working for renderers at NARA has been the best of all the roles I've had in science and agriculture.” Meeker said. “I 
will miss the day-to-day relationships with the wonderful people of this industry, and its stakeholders.” 

In his retirement David looks forward to enjoying time with his family, traveling, consulting, biking, and “slowing down.” 

Dr. Meeker’s last day will be December 31, 2022. 
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NARA leadership has selected a replacement for the position who will take over the role after Dr. Meeker departs in 
December. NARA will issue an official announcement of the selection before the end of the year.  
 

 
  Dr. David L. Meeker, Ph.D., M.B.A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
About the North American Renderers Association 
The North American Renderers Association (NARA) represents the interests of the North American rendering industry to 
regulatory and other governmental agencies, promotes the greater use of animal byproducts, and fosters the opening 
and expansion of trade between foreign buyers and North American exporters. In addition to its U.S.-based 
headquarters, the association maintains offices, and has market consultants in strategic locations around the world. 
NARA publishes a bi-monthly trade magazine, Render. For more information, visit www.nara.org. 
 

The North American Renderers Association does not discriminate on the basis of age, disability, national origin or ancestry, race, gender, religion, 
sexual orientation, marital status, political affiliation, or military status. Persons with disabilities who require alternate means for communication of 
program information can contact us. The North American Renderers Association (NARA) is an Equal Opportunity Employer. It does not discriminate 
in the terms and conditions of employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression, or any other factor prohibited by law. 

http://www.nara.org/


  


